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NJF s̀ President Svein Skøien open the 25

th
 NJF Congress and welcome participants to Riga 

 
 

25 th  NJF Congress  in Riga, Latvia 2015  
The 25 th  NJF Congress was h eld in Riga Latvia on 16 -18 th  June 2015  with the theme 

ñNordic View to Sustainable Rural Development ò. The Latvian National 

Association of NJF was  the congress organiser and welcome d participants to the Riga -  

capital of Latvia.   NJF Latvia organise d the congress together with Latvia Academy of 

Science, Latvia Academy of Agricultural and Forestry Science, Latvia University of 

Agriculture, Latvia University and Ministry of Agriculture of Latvia. Plenary session and 

sections sessions took  place in historical p lace -  main building of Latvia University. The 

congress was very well organi sed with several parallel  sessions. More information on 

website: http://njfcongress.eu/ .  
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Chair of  opening ceremony  professor Baiba Rivza and  speakers  at the ceremon y 

 

 

 
Gala dinner was held at Rundale palace in southern Latvia. NJF`s president Svein  

Skøien and participants at the dinner  

 



 
Concert of Baroque Music at Rundale Palace  

 

 

 
 



 
Professor Peteris Rivza, chair of the Organising Co mmittee and NJF`s Secretary General 

Roland Sigvald at the closing ceremony  

 

NJF Board  meeting  at Riga  

On 15 th  June  the  NJF Board met  at hotel Konventa Seta in Riga. The main questions to 

discuss were working groups , coming seminars,  NJF´s economy and NJF´s new website.  

NJF´s President Svein Skøien  informed about the new website  which is planned to be 

published within a few weeks . Due to the economic situation the NJF Board decided that 

NJF´s Secretariat will continue to stay at KSLA in  2015 and that the fut ure location will 

be discussed at coming NJF Board meetings.  

Secretary general Roland Sigvald informed about NJFs economy for 2014 and 2015  and 

showed a preliminary budget for 2016 . The budget must be brought to a balance within a 

few years. The NJF Board pointed out that it is very important to increase the income and 

reduce the costs to get the budget in balance within a few years.  The Board works with a 

plan for reducing costs and increasing income, mainly from project funds.  NJF Board 

decided to add an administration fee to NJF -C of 5000 SEK when organising  seminars.  

Membership fee to NJF -C was decided for 2016 and 2017 as follows in Nordic countries:  
-  Ordinary:   SEK 200  

 -  Retired and students:  SEK 100  

and in Iceland and Baltic countries:  
-  Ordinary:    Euro 20  

 -  Retired and students:  Euro 10  

 
Seminars  

The seminars are important meeting places between researchers in the Nordic and Baltic 

countries and between researchers and people from society and consumers. Several 

seminars are planned for 2015 and also for 2016 . More information on seminars (seminar 

summaries, NJF reports and presentations) is available on the NJF website under 

ñSeminarsò and ñPublicationsò. See: www.njf.nu . 

 

A few seminars have been organized during spring 2015. One seminar was organized  in 

Tartu, Estonia and one seminar  at SLU, Alnarp in southern Sweden. The seminar at 

Alnarp o n Barley Yellow Dwarf Virus in winter cereals was arranged  with a very short 

planning period. In Late March and April there were many viru s infections in winter 

http://www.njf.nu/


cereals in southern Sweden and people from advisory service and farmers had many 

questions about the reasons for this and the risk for virus infections in winter cereals, the 

damage and how to avoid such problems. This was discussed at the seminar at SLU, 

Alnarp on 5 th  June 2015 . The seminar were organised by NJF in collaboration with SLU 

Partnerskap, Alnarp, Swedish Board of Agriculture (Plant protection Centre at Alnarp) and 

SLU Uppsala. There were about 50 participants during the s eminar . Invited speakers 

from England, Germany and Denmark beside speakers from Sweden gave a description 

of BYDV in winter cereals and the main reasons for the problem this year. The warm 

autumn 2014, more vectors (aphids) than normal and early sowing in autumn 2014 were 

the main reasons.   

 

 
Dr Richard Harrington, Head of Rothams ted Insect Survey, Rothamsted Research, 

Harpenden, UK gave a presentation on the epidemiology and forecasting of Barley yellow 

Dwarf Virus (BYDV) in winter cereals  

 

 
Barley Yellow  Dwarf Virus in winter wheat (yellowing plants)  

 


